
 
 

 
 
Happy New Year! 
Another year has gone and a new year has begun. As President and Founder of the 
Bilateral Chamber of Commerce of El Salvador - Holland I would like to thank all our 
partners for doing business with us and wish everyone a Prosperous New Year. The 
beginning of a new year is traditionally a time to set resolutions and there is no 
reason that cannot apply to your business as well. Whatever your goals for the 
coming years are, whether you require a new supplier or plan to export to new 
markets, the Bilateral Chamber of Commerce of El Salvador - Holland is here to 
support your company. The objectives of the Bilateral Chamber of Commerce El 
Salvador-Holland are the following:  

 To promote business interests of the private and governmental sector of El 
Salvador in Holland. 

 To organise forums and seminars for Salvadoran companies, having the 
confidence that this is an effective opportunity for them to expand their 
businesses in Holland.  

 To grow the membership of the Bilateral Chamber. More members translates 
into more business opportunities. 

 To pool the strengths of business people from El Salvador and Holland. 
Together we can accomplish tasks that cannot be achieved on one’s own.  

 To work with Dutch and Salvadoran organizations.  

 To organise training courses by senior experts for business sectors in need. 

 To assist Dutch companies that want to do business with Salvadoran 
companies. The Salvadoran Chamber also has an office for the rest of 
Latin America and Europe at your service. 

El Salvador’s main exports are textiles, coffee, cane sugar, electrical capacitors, live 
plants, and floricultural products and our leading imports are raw materials, and 
consumer and capital goods. However, we are open to all companies that require our 
help. If you would like to become a member, please feel free to contact us by phone 
or through the form on our website http://bilateral-chamber-of-commerce-el-salvador-
holland.nl/news-communication-form/. Let this be the year your company takes the 
next step to El Salvador. Good luck and do not hesitate to contact us!  
 
President - Founder of the Bilateral Chamber of Commerce, Sonia Meijer 

 
 
 
 
 

http://bilateral-chamber-of-commerce-el-salvador-holland.nl/news-communication-form/
http://bilateral-chamber-of-commerce-el-salvador-holland.nl/news-communication-form/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROESA is the largest institutional promoter of 
exports and investment in El Salvador. As such, the 
organization can be an interesting partner for many 
members. PROESA promotes investments in human 
capital and technological innovation to increase labour 
productivity and competitiveness and collaborates with 
various public institutions in the forging of public-
private partnerships. To learn more about the work of 
PROESA and to learn how PROESA could support 
your business, please visit their website on 
http://www.proesa.gob.sv/.  
 
 
Top exports from El Salvador 

President of PROESA, SIGFRIDO 
REYES discussing the investment 

needs of El Salvador with President 
and Founder of the Bilateral Chamber 
of Commerce El Salvador – Holland, 

SONIA MEIJJER. 

http://www.proesa.gob.sv/
file:///C:/Users/Samsung/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/youtube.com
http://bilateral-chamber-of-commerce-el-salvador-holland.nl/film-el-salvador/


 
 

Arrocera San Francisco. 
Arrocera San Francisco is a large scale producer and 
distributor of staple foods in El Salvador. Originally the first 
company in El Salvador to produce parboiled rice, the 
company currently owns 50% of the rice market of El 
Salvador and has expanded to include a diversity of other 
products in their portfolio. Innovation is one of the company’s 
main characteristics when it comes to leadership in national and international 
markets. At present time ASF innovates around 50 products per year and aims to 
launch even more products in the near future in the categories of tamales, flours, and 
pickles, both for local consumption and export to the European Union. The shelf-life 
of the company’s rice, beans and flour is one year. The shelf-life of the company’s 
products sealed in doypacks is two years, except for the tamales. The corn tamale 
lasts six months and chicken flavoured tamale lasts for one year. The company is 
able to deliver rice, beans and flour 15 days after a purchase order has been placed. 
The delivery period of all other products is 21 days due to quarantine time. The 
minimum production is one pallet if it is going to be consolidated and not shipped in a 
container of 20 pallets. The company does not have a maximum and can produce 
according to its customer needs.Please find a brochure featuring all products of the 
Arrocera San Francisco Company on the next page.   
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Tourism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tourism accounts for a significant part of El Salvador’s economy. We may be the 
smallest country in Central America, but with majestic volcanoes, charming small 
villages, wide sandy beaches, and rugged mountain ranges, we accommodate a 
wide range of tourist destinations and offer excellent investment opportunities. The 
most popular tourist destinations of our country are: 

 Ruta de las Flores, a route that passes through several charming villages 
hosting food and crafts markets, named after the colourful flowers on the side 
of the road.  

 El Sunzal, one of the best beaches on the Pacific Coast with world-class 
waves almost every day and plenty of scuba-diving and snorkelling 
opportunities.  

 Suchitoto, the cultural capital of El Salvador 
 Parque Nacional Los Volcanes, a national park with three major volcanoes in 

hiking distance.  
 Bahia de Jiquilisco, a UNESCO biosphere reserve where the endangered 

hawksbill turtle can be spotted.  
 Tazumal, El Salvador’s mayan ruins 

For more information regarding travelling in El Salvador, please check the following 
link: http://elsalvador.travel/en  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms.Carolina Cerna 
 
 
 
 

President and Founder of 
the Chamber of 
Commerce El Salvador – 
Holland in a meeting with 
Ms. Carolina Cerna, 
International Relations 
Director of the Ministry of 
Tourism of El Salvador  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ywAg8ceUX8


 
 

Dutch Company in El Salvador 

 

The task of the bilateral Chamber of Commerce El 
Salvador-Holland to get an appointment for the United 
Dutch Breweries with the right persons was not easy, but 
in the end the interview was a great success. United 
Dutch Breweries offered a product that the company 
visited does not yet sell. The Director Business 
Development gave an amazing presentation, showcasing 
the high quality of his products. The meeting was a 
success: the company felt that his product could be of 
great interest to their business.  

 
 

Honorary Member of PUM 

The bilateral chamber is very honoured to have Drs. 
Adrie Winkelaar as an honorary member of the 
Bilateral Chamber of Commerce El Salvador - Holland. 
Drs. Winkelaar is a senior expert of Programma 
UIzending Managers (PUM) and is very significant to 
El Salvador.  PUM Netherlands senior experts is a 
volunteer organisation committed to the sustainable 
development of small and medium-size enterprises in 
developing countries and emerging markets. As such, 
PUM has helped 40.000 companies in more than 100 
developing countries during the past 40 years. PUM 
pays a great deal of attention to agriculture, animal 
husbandry and improving the process and logistics of 
companies in developing countries.   
 
 
Centre for the Promotion of Imports (CBI) from developing 
countries, contributes to sustainable and inclusive 
economic development in developing countries through the 
expansion of exports from these countries to Europe. CBI 
was established in 1971. They are part of the Netherlands 
Enterprise Agency and are funded by the Netherlands 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

 
A meeting with Mr. Erik Plaisier at the Ministry of Economic 

Affairs 

Director Business 
Development of United 
Dutch Breweries after a 
successful negotiation in 

El Salvador. 

A meeting with Drs. Adrie 
Wineklaar of PUM Senior 

Experts 



 
 

Coffee in El Salvador 

 
 
 
Urrutia’s Estate Coffee 
Urrutia´s Estate Coffee produces sustainable premium 
coffee in the volcanic landscape in the Western and 
Central part of El Salvador. Globally known as a region 
that produces some of the best Arabica’s and Bourbons, 
the volcanic soil of the region provides Urrutia’s Estate’s 
premium coffee with a unique flavour characterized by 
citric tones and a touch of chocolate. Urrutia’s Estate 
Coffee is more than just premium coffee however. 
Urrutia’s Estate Coffee aims to produce its coffee in an environmentally and socially 
sustainable way. The producer is certified by the Rainforest Alliance and its coffee 
plantations are completely shade grown. Furthermore, the company maintains steady 
jobs for over 600 workers and supplies all of them decent housing in areas where 
they have easy access to school and medical care for the children throughout the 
year. The President of Urrutia’s Estate Coffee’s is ready to start exporting its unique 
premium coffee to new markets. If your company is interested in a partnership, do not 
hesitate to contact the bilateral Chamber.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://bilateral-chamber-of-commerce-el-salvador-holland.nl/film-coffee/


 
 

DIEGO CLADELLAS: Torrefactora de Centroamerica, S.A. of C.V  
Torrefactora de Centroamerica (TCA) was initially part of the 
company COEX, SA of CV (one of the main gold coffee 
exporting and beneficiary companies in El Salvador), but has 
grown into a completely independent company with more than 
50 employees and its own manufacturing plant: Torrefaction, 
located in the department of Santa Ana with a production 
capacity of more than 1 million pounds per month. The company has a strong 
presence in the local market with the commercial quality brands Coex Café and Café 
Criollo (ground and instant roasted) in the wholesale channel. The company also has 
brands of superior qualities that are sold in the main supermarkets of El Salvador and 
which could possibly interest importers or distributors of food products in the 
Netherlands: 
 

 Coex Oro Premium: premium quality of export 
 

 Coffee Nest: gourmet quality of export, this is our brand of better quality and 
therefore its price is higher than Coex Gold Premium 

 
Please find a brochure featuring all products of the TCA Company at the end of this 
newsletter.The formats (grams) that appear in the attachment can be changed 
according to demand. Additionally, the capacity of its roasting plant allows it to offer 
private brands of roasted coffee or instant coffee to distributors or foreign 
supermarket chains. Currently the company already provides the private label to 
Walmart.  
 



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Salvadoran Chamber of Artisans (CASART) 
The Salvadoran Chamber of Artisans - CASART is a non-profit organisation aiming to 
contribute to the integral development of the artisan sector within Central America. By 
providing support services to artisan micro-entrepreneurs CASART aims to raise the 
quality of life of artisans, stimulate the development of human resources linked to the 
sector, and conserve the cultural heritage of the region. CASART has already aided 
more than 15.000 artisan members and non-members, but its goal is to become the 
most important trade union of craftsmen in Central America. To achieve that goal, 

Oscar Rafael Cortez, Executive Director of CASART has set the following objectives:  
 

 The need for the development of a specialized organizational structure as an 
autonomous artisan support entity, capable of mobilizing the joint effort among 
artisans, private initiatives, NGOs, international organizations and the State, 
with the objective of facilitating the most favorable conditions for the 
development of the sector and achieving a progressive self-financing in 
operating costs. 

 
 The need for the development of a strategy of comprehensive technical-

business support (technical assistance, training, marketing and credit), which 
facilitates the development of micro and small artisan entrepreneurs in the 
country, allowing them to improve their sales / income levels (marketing / 
export) and generating greater volume and stability of employment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HERMEL 
The Bilateral Chamber is looking for Dutch business 
partners for HERMEL, an industry leader that provides 
manufacturing services for the food industry. The 
company has broad experience and has achieved a 
favorable position within the Salvadoran and 
international market. Currently, HERMEL markets its 
products under two major categories: convenience 
products for the food industry (such as baking powders, 
bakery mix, basic dyes) and consumer goods (including 
soy drinks, jellies, sauces, and spices among others). 
HERMEL is a company committed to its customers and  
supports initiatives that allow it to meet excellent business  
performance and achieve high quality standards.   

A meeting between the owner of 
HERMEL, MR. MELARA, and 

the President of the Salvadoran 
Chamber SONIA MEIJER at the 

International Fair, which took 
place in San Salvador from 14 to 

18 November 2018. 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

The Salvadoran Chamber’s volunteers 
The Salvadoran Chamber works with volunteers from Leiden University. We are a 
non-profit organization; we cover our costs through the contributions of members and 
sponsors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert van Heerdt tot Eversberg, 
Leiden Graduate in International 
Studies, specialized in Latin 
America, and the President and 
Founder of the Chamber, Sonia 
Meijer at the headquarters of the 
Bilateral Chamber of Commerce.   
 

Stichting Bilateral Chamber of Commerce El Salvador – Holland Kamer van Koophandel nr. 68776691 
Bankastraat 36B, 2585 EN ’s Gravenhage, The Netherlands 

Bank: Rabobank The Netherlands, BIC code Bank RABONL2U number NL97 RABO 0323 5937 04 
Telephone: +31(0)703178511 Mobile +31(0)613798906 (Mrs. S. Meijer) / Treasurer Leslie Noordhoorn 

office@bilateral-chamber-of-commerce-el-salvador-holland.nl 

Daphne Korsman, Leiden 
Graduate in International 
Studies, specialized in Europe, 
with the President and Founder 
of the Chamber, Sonia Meijer at 
the headquarters of the Bilateral 
Chamber of Commerce.   
 

 
Kinga Brot, Second Year Leiden 
student of Security Studies, and 
President and Founder of the 
Chamber, Sonia Meijer at the 
headquarters of the Bilateral 
Chamber of Commerce.   
 
 


